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advance. Then, at the moment assigned for its commencement,
the grand scheme was disarranged by an outbreak of hostilities
on the part of the Mahrattas in rear of the Army of the Deccan.
Baji Rao, the Peshwa, and Apa Sahib, the Bhonsla, both
suddenly assailed the British detachments guarding the
Residencies at Poona and at Nagpur with overwhelming forces ;
both were heroically repulsed, but Hislop felt himself compelled
to despatch a large proportion of his troops to deal with the
rebels, and was only prevented by direct and precise orders
from Moira from abandoning altogether the advance against
the Pindaris. At the same time a serious epidemic of cholera
devastated the ranks of the Grand Army, and the joint opera-
tions thus commenced under the most unfavourable auspices.
None the less, they were executed according to programme and
with satisfactory enough results. The first marches of Moira's
divisions placed Sindia, whose artillery was collected in his
capital at Gwalior while the remainder of his army was
stationed far to the west and south-west of that city, in such a
position that he had no choice but to conclude the treaty of
alliance tendered him by the British, who thus disposed of one
potential enemy. Shortly afterwards the advance of HislopJs
columns, by driving the Pindaris back from the Nerbudda into
the arms of Holkar's army north of Ujjein, compelled that
prince also to show his hand ; choosing to ally himself with
the outlaws, he was brought to action at Mehidpur, and although
his 35,000 men, strongly posted, far outnumbered the British,
who fought their battle with more courage than skill, suffered
complete defeat. The treaty concluded some weeks later
inflicted on him as the price of his treachery the loss of all his
territory south of the Nerbudda.
Meanwhile in the south the Peshwa had abandoned Poona
on the approach of the British relieving columns and taken to
the open country, while Apa Sahib had been overawed and
reduced to abject submission, and was practically a state prisoner
in his own capital. Thus the campaign both here and in the
north resolved itself into the chase of an active and elusive but
no longer formidable foe. Baji Rao, retreating rapidly first to
the south and then to the east, outdistanced his pursuers, and,
doubling back towards Poona, encountered a detachment of
500 sepoys under Staunton, who took refuge in the village of
Koregaon, and held out for a day and a night against the
repeated attacks of 28,000 enemies. This heroic feat blasted
all the PeshwaJs hopes of recovering his capital and left him no
resource but renewed flight. For the next few weeks he moved
rapidly to and fro between the Kistna and Godavery, until
Moira, in February 1818, realising that continual direct pursuit